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3.6.1                SEARCH AND RESCUE (SAR) FOR CIVIL AIRCRAFT WITHIN THE UK SEARCH AND RESCUE REGION (SRR).                  

         The UK Military AIP does not contain civil SAR information for the United Kingdom. Users are to consult the UK Civil 
                        AIP GEN 3.6 for further details.

3.6.2        BRITISH FORCES SOUTH ATLANTIC ISLANDS - SEARCH AND RESCUE (SAR) OPERATIONS.                                       

3.6.2.1         Responsibilities. The BFSAI Joint Operations Centre (JOC) is the designated C2 node for military SAR within the 
        BFSAI JOA and the nominated authority for co-ordination with the Argentine ARCC and MRCC. The BFSAI JOA sits 
        within the Argentine SRR VI for which the Argentine authorities retain primacy for co-ordinating SAR operations. HQ 
        BFSAI are responsible for SAR support to UK military operations, UK military contractors on duty and to civilian 
                       aircraft under charter/contract to the UK MoD. CBFSAI may make BFSAI SAR assets available to assist in a civilian 
                       incident dependent on the operational requirement. 

3.6.2.2         Command and Control. 

        a.   Civilian Incident. For Land based SAR Ops, the Falkland Islands Govt (FIG) SAR Ops room will be located 
        in Stanley Police Station. For Maritime SAR Ops, the FIG SAR Ops room will be located in the Fisheries Ops room. 
        This is not manned 24/7 but will be activated by the Royal Falkland Islands Police (RFIP) when required. FIG SAR 
                       Ops will have primacy over a civilian incident which does not involve the use of BFSAI assets or non-governmental 
                       air assets. If BFSAI assets or non-governmental air assets are involved, the JOC will take primacy for coordination. 

        b.   Military Incident or incident involving use of BFSAI or civilian air assets. The BFSAI JOC has primacy for  
        the coordination of a UK Military SAR Op or a SAR Op involving the use of BFSAI assets (which includes FISARSH) 
                       or civilian air assets. 

3.6.2.3         BFSAI A400 ATLAS. The A400 can be utilised for long range SAR Ops to deploy Air Sea Rescue Apparatus (ASRA)  
        and as a C2 platform. A400 will normally be launched to support SAR Ops >50Nm from the coast or as directed by 
                       the JOC.

3.6.2.4         Additional Capabilities. 

        a.   905 EAW. TAAR can provide up to 2 x S61 helicopters for SH during daylight hours without a winch. S61 can  
        provide a Medical Incident Response (MIR) at RS15 with a paramedic crewman. 

        b.   FIGAS. FIGAS operate Islander aircraft for passenger/small freight movements. They are capable of rough 
        airfield operations and could be used in the search phase or to deploy pers and/or equipment to remote parts of the 
        Falkland Islands. 

        c.   Maritime. HMS CLYDE in addition to other visiting naval vessels are capable of providing HIFR, can embark 
        helicopters and be used as a C2 node. The FIG patrol vessel can only support SAR in a visual surface search and as 
                       a C2 node. BFSAI Tugs, Commercial and Merchant Shipping can be requested to support a SAR Op if required. 

3.6.2.5         Foreign Vessels. If a SAROP is launched to a foreign vessel, J2 and FishOps should be consulted to provide details 
                       on the vessel. 

3.6.2.6         Other Agencies. Rescue Co-ordination Centers adjoining the FI, and units in the UK, which can offer professional  
        advice, are as follows (See GEN 3.6.2.9: Communication - Agency Contact Numbers): 

        a.   Argentinean RCCs. The Argentinean RCC generally contact the JOC with SAR requests but are to be  
        informed of BFSAI SAROPs in the Argentinian SAR region outside of the FOCZ. This contact is made through IRICS  
        system. 

        b.   Aeronautical Rescue Co-ordination Centre (ARCC) Falmouth (H24). ARCC Falmouth can provide generic 
        SAR co-ordination advice and assist with last known positions based on Radar replay and parachute drift algorithms. 
        Whilst the Argentine RCCs have formal responsibility for this aspect of SAR within the FICZ, the UK MCC is available 
                       for advice on distress beacon transmissions and satellite interception capability. 

        c.   Maritime Rescue Co-ordination Centre (MRCC) Falmouth (H24). As an MRCC, Falmouth can obtain a 
        surface plot (shipping ivo of an incident, callsigns, contact frequency and INMARSAT number). MRCC Falmouth is 
                       able to take global ‘broadcast action’ to merchant shipping to respond to maritime incidents. MRCC Falmouth can be  
                       requested to produce a SARIS plot (a computer based model of drift and leeway) for which they will require the target 
        size, last known position and time, as well as hind-cast surface winds in the area. The UK Maritime and Coastguard 
        Agency also subscribe to an international 24 hr translator service and are able to offer real time translations from 
                       most languages via phone patch. 
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3.6.2.7          SAROPs Outside the FOCZ. When a vessel or ac is in distress and/or risk to life, CBFSAI is authorised to conduct 
         SAROPs outside the FOCZ. See British Forces South Atlantic Islands Standard Operating Procedures for further 
                        details. 

3.6.2.8          Argentinean SAROPs close to the FI. In the event of Argentinean SAROPs close to the FI, the Argentinean 
                        authority may inform HQ BFSAI by IRICS. See British Forces South Atlantic Islands Standard Operating Procedures 
                        for further details.
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3.6.2.9              Communications.

AGENCY CONTACT NUMBERS

Agency Contact Number

Falkland Island External Assets

Stanley FishOps (0) 27266

Stanley Police (0) 28100

Stanley Fire Service (0) 27333

Stanley Hospital           (0) 28000

Stanley Tower (0) 27301 / (0) 27219

Stanley School Head-teacher (0) 27147

Stanley Bristow Helicopters (0) 23195 / (0) 55834

FIGAS (0) 27219 / (0) 52219

Worldwide Agencies

Falmouth MRCC (0) 90 1326 317575

UK MCC (0) 90 1309 690469

Commodora Rivadavia RCC (South Argentina) (0) 0054 967 34108 33355 Ext 135

Ushuaia RCC (South Argentina) (0) 0054 02901 423346

Puerto Belgrano RCC (Main RCC) (Good English) (0) 0054 2932 487162
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3.6.3         GIBRALTAR - SEARCH AND RESCUE (SAR) OPERATIONS                                                                                                           

         There is currently no organic military SAR capability within Gibraltar and territorial waters or any formal agreements 
                         with the Spanish Government.

3.6.4         AKROTIRI (CYPRUS) - SEARCH AND RESCUE (SAR) OPERATIONS                                                                                    

3.6.4.1         Responsible service(s):

Service/unit name; RAF Akrotiri

Postal address; Air Operations
RCC
BFPO 57

Telephone number; 00357 25275002  / 94120 5002
00357 25276854  / 94120 6854

Telefax number; 00357 25276795 / 94120 6795

e-mail address; BFC-AKI-OPS-AirOps GpMailbox@mod.gov.uk

AFS address; Nil.

Website address Nil.

3.6.4.2             Area of responsibility:

                        a.    WSBA. The waters between Lines I and II:

      i.        Line I: From 34° 39.14N 032° 45.31E on low-water line in a direction 163° for 6.85 miles; then in a  
    direction 207° for 3 miles; then in a direction 204°.

      ii.       Line II: From 34 38.71N 033 00.72E on low-water line in a direction 108.1/2° for 7.8 miles; then in a  
    direction 136°.

         b.    ESBA. The waters between Lines III and IV:

      i.        Line III: From 34 58.81N 033 42.07E on the low-water line in a direction 170° for 3.8 miles; then in a  
    direction 136° for 3.1 miles, then in a direction 156° 

      ii.       Line IV: From 34 57.96N 033 54.06E on the low-water line in a direction 103° for 0.9 miles; then in a  
    direction 150° for 6.3 miles; then in a direction 176°.

         c.    The territorial waters of the SBAs extend to 3nm from the low-water line; the SBA territorial water limits are as 
         depicted on Admiralty Fleet chart F6149.

         d.    HM Ships may enter the SBA Territorial Seas without reference to the Government of Cyprus, but it is the 
         practice for the Government of Cyprus to be informed in such cases

3.6.4.2.1           TOE - Annex A - Section 3

         a.   The Republic of Cyprus shall not claim, as part of its territorial sea, waters lying between Line I and Line II as 
         described in 3.6.4.1, or between Line III and Line IV as described therein.

         b.   The lines for the purposes of paragraph 1 of this Section shall be as follows:—

	 	 		•								Line I: From the position on the low-water line Iying in a 163º direction from Point No. 57D/ 1, as defined 
                                            in Schedule A to this Annex, in a 163º direction for 6.85 miles; then in a 207º direction for 3 miles; and 
                                            then in a 204º direction.

	 	 		•								Line II: From the position on the low-water line Iying in a 108½º direction from Point No. 59A/5, as 
             defined in Schedule A to this Annex, in a 108½º direction for 7.8 miles; and then in a 136º direction.

	 	 		•								Line III: From the position on the low-water line Iying in a 170º direction from Point No. 41B/10, as 
                                            defined in Schedule B to this Annex, in a 170º direction for 3.8 miles; then in a 136º direction for 3.1 
                                            miles; and then in a 156º direction.

	 	 		•								Line IV: From the position on the low-water line Iying in a 103º direction from Point No. 42B/3, as defined 
                                            in Schedule B to this Annex, in a 103º direction for 0.9 miles; then in a 150º direction for 6.3 miles; and 
                                            then in a 176º direction.

         c.   The distances quoted are in sea miles reckoned at 1,852 international metres to one sea mile, and the 
                        bearings are referred to the True North and are given in degrees reckoned clockwise from 000 (North) to 359.

15 AUG 19

AIRAC 09/19



UK MIL AIPGEN 3 - 6 - 4

Akrotiri
Sovereign Base 

Area (UK)

Paphos

Polis

Nicosia

Morphou

Kyrenia

Rizokarpaso

Turkish Cypriot-administered area

UN buffer zone

Dhekelia
Sovereign Base

Area (UK)

UN buffer 
zone

Mediterranean Sea

Area controlled by Cyprus
Government (Greek area)

Famagusta

Vasilikos

Lanarca

Lamassol

E033 E034

N35

Note: Nautical Miles. Only relevant aeronautical/topographical detail is shown.
NOT FOR OPERATIONAL USE - PLANNING PURPOSES ONLY.

25 0 25

No Assets,
Infrastructure

intact

2x Cypol Helos
4x Cypol LaunchesCypol 

Launches

2x Griffin, 
2x SBA Patrol

Craft

Paphos
2x Cypol Launches,

Small Craft

Latchi
2x Cypol 
Launches

GCNG Various
Helo and 

Marine assets

3.6.4.3           Types of Service:

3.6.4.3.1          The majority of the Cyprus SRR falls under the responsibility of the JRCC in Larnaca, Akrotiri RCC’s remit includes 
                        the Sovereign Base Areas, their territorial waters (3 miles from the shore) and primacy over UK military aircraft 
                        transiting to/from the SBA’s. The RoC has its own aerial and naval assets from the GCNG (Greek Cypriot National 
                        Guard) and CyPol (Cyprus Police) that can act independently or in assisting local SRR’s in dealing with major 
                        incidents. 

3.6.4.3.2          SBAA MU patrol the waters and coastline in SBA territory. They also do land patrols of the coastline around Akrotiri. If 
         they are unable to patrol the coastline then 84 Sqn will do a FP sweep for the SBA MU.

3.6.4.3.3          Air Force Command. The Air Force Command of the National Guard contributes effectively to the conduction of 
                        SAR operations within the area of responsibility of the Republic of Cyprus. A great step that increased the capabilities 
                        of the Air Force Command was the delivery of the new AW139 helicopters. The 460 Search and Rescue Squadron 
                        has received all 3 of the new helicopters and they are fully operational since 2011.

3.6.4.3.4          Republic of Cyprus SAR assets. The RoC also has assets located at various locations around the Island that can 
         be called upon to render assistance or, may also be on-scene when assisting JDOA 2 Larnaca. The RoC assets are 
         operated by Cyprus Police (CyPol), National Guard or Coastguard and include: 
  

CYPOL Bell 412
Performance figures are similar to 84 Sqn Griffin; however, they have limited night search 
capability and operate with different crew numbers. 

Islander
When used for searches the aircraft offers a long endurance on-scene. Equipment can also 
be dropped to aid survivors in the water.

CYPOL Launches

Cyprus Port and Marine Police have various vessels that are all very capable for operations 
in the region; these vessels are often at sea or at 30 minutes (60 at night) readiness. 
CYPOL also have dive teams available to be deployed at their major stations. 
Cyprus Port and Marine Police are located at: 
•	 Latsi	Port	and	Marine	Station.
•	 Paphos	Port	and	Marine	Station.		
•	 Limassol	New	Port	Station.		
•	 Limassol	Marine	Station.		
•	 Ayios	Raphael	Marina	Port	Station.		
•	 Larnaca	Port	and	Marine	Station.		
•	 Larnaca	Marina	Port	Station.		
•	 Ayia	Napa	Marine	Station.		
•	 Paralimni	Marine	Station.		

3.6.4.3.5          Greek Cypriot National Guard (GCNG). The GCNG has assets including Bell Helos and Coastal Patrol Vessels  
         which can be called upon if required. Disposition of assets SAR Assets are located at various locations in Cyprus as  
         shown on the following map 
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3.6.4.3.6          Rainmaker. Aerial fire-fighting (known as ‘Rainmaker’) is a regular activity throughout the summer and 84 Sqn 
                        aircraft are likely to be called to assist the RoC on numerous occasions. 84 Sqn may be also provide assistance to 
                        the TRNC authorities or neighbouring countries in coordination with the British High Commission in Nicosia. Fire 
                        fighting ops are co-ordinated through the Fire Service and not DOA 2 Larnaca. They can be relatively short ops or 
                        very prolonged, possibly extending from hours to days. Rainmaker assets:

 Bell 412 
Details similar to the UK Griffin however, these aircraft operate in a variety of roles and fits 
and as such capabilities and limitations vary. 

 Kamov 32 x 3  
Based-Paphos airport (May-Oct) 
Payload- 5 tonnes (Bucket) 

Air Tractor – Forestry 
Commission

Details are limited, these aircraft will use Akrotiri for re- supply of fire-retardant. 84 Sqn 
need to be aware if this AC is operating due to the profiles it flies to fight fires. 

Notes: Cypriot chartered aircraft with Ukrainian (English speaking) Crews. 

3.6.4.4             SAR Agreements:

3.6.4.4.1          JRCC Cooperation with other countries. The JRCC, upon the relevant decision of the Council of Ministers which 
         exercises the powers conferred to it by Articles 8 and 9 of the International Convention on Maritime SAR in 1979 and  
                        for matters Connected Therewith Law of 1994, decided (Decision Number 67.670 of 2008), to delegate JRCC 
                        Larnaca to cooperate on a direct basis with other JRCCs for SAR reasons, to provide and be provided any 12 
                        facilities relevant to SAR, as well as to take part in SAR actions that are performed in sea areas outside Cyprus SRR. 

3.6.4.4.2          The JRCC (where a bilateral agreement has been signed) constitutes the point of contact for the request for 
                        assistance of SAR means of other countries in operations coordinated by the JRCC in the Cyprus SRR or for 
                        availability and assistance by forces of the Republic in SAR operations occurring in neighbouring SRR, under the 
                        coordination of any other JRCC. 7.5.3 In the case of accidents involving Cypriot ships which occur outside the 
                        boundaries of Cyprus Republic region of responsibility, JRCC cooperates with the competent foreign SAR Centre 
                        which has undertaken responsibility to collect or provide the relevant information, as well as with the Department 
                        of Merchant Shipping based on the Maritime Accident Investigation Act 94 of 2012, for the concentration and 
                        provision of relevant information.

3.6.4.4.3          In SAR operations in other countries, where Cypriot citizens are in danger or saved, or the same happens with 
                        foreigners in Cyprus SRR, the Department of Consular Affairs of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs is informed, which 
                        then in turn, together with Cyprus Police and the relevant Embassies, searches for travel arrangements and informs 
                        the relatives of the victim. 

3.6.4.4.4         JRCC deals first with the coordination of any incidents of SAR in any sea area outside its region, and which happens 
                        to be the first recipient of such alerts, until the responsibility is assumed by the relevant RCC to coordinate a SAR 
                        mission, based on the procedures adopted by the IMO. 

3.6.4.4.5          When a SAR mission outside Cyprus Republic SRR is required, then to serve the assets and their crews, JRCC with 
                        the assistance of the Foreign Ministry, takes actions based on the existing International Agreements concluded in the 
         framework of the interrelations of the Republic of Cyprus with other countries.

3.6.4.4.6          It is emphasized that part of the neighbouring countries’ EEZ falls within the SAR region of the RoC. In case there are 
         gas and hydrocarbon extraction facilities within these areas (which belong to the neighbouring State’s EEZ but at the 
         same time belong to the SRR of Cyprus) and the coastal State to which the EEZ belongs to has issued a decree 
         establishing a buffer zone and also issues an alert notice, then it’s the coastal State’s responsibility to deal with any 
         emergency incident within the safety zone. In this case, the JRCC is set in readiness to assist in dealing with the 
                        incident, following the request of the coastal neighbouring state. In any other case, the responsibility for dealing with 
                        any emergency incident outside the safety zone and at the same time within the SRR of Cyprus, is the responsibility 
                        of the JRCC, which may 13 request assistance from the coastal State within the framework of an existing Agreement

3.6.4.5          Conditions of Availability:

3.6.4.5.1          The existence and availability of the Aeronautical Means and the transaction of operations in the Republic’s area of 
         responsibility.

3.6.4.5.2          “ATLAS” War Plan is not declared in Cyprus’s territory. A number of the Primary SAR Units is set to up to 30’ 
         readiness (by region), in order to be able to respond immediately. In case of an incident with a large number of 
                        persons in distress (over 30), the “TEFKROS” National Plan, concerning Mass Rescue Operations (MRO), is 
                        implemented.

3.6.4.5.3          SAR Secondary Units SAR Secondary Units include all those assets and personnel of the services that are not 
         maintained on standby for immediate deployment for SAR purposes. Secondary Units can be mobilised by JRCC 
                        after a request that is transmitted towards the particular service, so that they take part in a SAR operation.
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3.6.5         ASCENSION / WIDEAWAKE - SEARCH AND RESCUE (SAR) OPERATIONS.                                                                           

3.6.5.1         There is no organic military or civilian SAR capability on Ascension Island or within the territorial waters. The 
                        Brazilian Military have Air and Maritime SAR capability which covers the Ascension Island area. Users are directed to 
                        the Brazilian Aeronautical Information Publication (AIP) GEN 3.6 for further details.

       https://www.aisweb.aer.mil.br

3.6.6                ROYAL AIR FORCE MOUNTAIN RESCUE SERVICE (MRS).                                                                                                                  

3.6.6.1             Introduction. Command and control of the RAF Mountain Rescue Service (MRS) rests within 38 Gp. MRS is a 
                        volunteer organisation mainly manned from the full-time RAF establishment, which is required to support a number 
                        of Defence Tasks (DTs) as defined in the Defence Strategic Direction (DSD 16). The allocation of the MRS to these 
                        DTs and their assigned readiness states are defined in the RAF Management Plan. The MRS comprises 3 
                        operational Mountain Rescue Teams (MRTs) parented by RAF Lossiemouth, Leeming and Valley; these are 
                        supported by the MRS Support Flt, which is co-located with the MRT at RAF Valley.

3.6.6.2         Operational Capability. The MRS provides a ground based all weather SAR capability to support immediate Aircraft 
          Post Crash Management (APCM) or similar Command & Control crisis management requirements. It has the unique 
         military capability of being able to operate at high-readiness (1-Hr Notice-to-Move) in difficult terrain inaccessible to 
                        other SAR resources and when severe weather conditions inhibit helicopter SAR operations. To achieve this short 
                        notice tasking, the MRS has specialist vehicles to enable a rapid response and/or casualty evacuation from a search 
                        and rescue area. The MRS also has a variety of communications equipment to enable direct contact with the 
                        National Maritime Operations Centre (NMOC), Civilian SAR Helicopters assets and civilian emergency services 
                        (including Civil Police)/ rescue agencies. To facilitate the search and rescue of a person(s) from any overland 
                        environment, whether in the UK or an overseas location where UK Forces are deployed, the MRS is equipped with a 
                        range of specialist mountain rescue role equipment and protective clothing. Moreover, in order to sustain life and 
                        promote recovery of a survivor the MRS also carries specialist medical equipment with selected personnel trained in 
                        providing immediate emergency patient care.

3.6.6.2.1         Each of the 3 MRTs has a cadre of 7 full-time permanent staff (PS) with the remainder of the 36-man establishment 
         consisting of part-time (PT) volunteers. The 10 full-time Spt Flt staff at RAF Valley contributes to the Valley MRT PT 
         establishment. When available and circumstances allow, the MRS is also established for up to 3 Search and Rescue 
         Dog Association (SARDA) teams.

3.6.6.3         Operational Support. The MRS is required to operate in conjunction with civilian SAR helicopters, other military 
                        aircraft assigned to SAR duties, civilian MRTs, Maritime Coastguard Agency, Cliff Rescue Teams, Police, Fire 
                        and Ambulance Services. As part of the APCM phase of aircraft incidents / accidents, the MRS also works with the 
                        Joint Aircraft  Recovery & Transportation Squadron (JARTS) and other follow-on PCM Forces.

3.6.6.4         Operational Readiness & Employment. DCom Ops directs the MRT readiness states iaw RAF Management Plan 
                        16; however, each MRT is generally required to maintain an operational team at 1-hour readiness to move during 
                        the working week. During weekend and grant periods reduced levels of military flying generally allows a reduced 
                        response time, which in turn, allows MRTs to conduct operational training. As a minimum an operational team 
                        consists of 10 appropriately qualified personnel with the necessary specialist equipment and vehicles. The MRS has 
                        the following operational roles:

         a.   Major Roles.

      i.        Aircraft Post Crash Management iaw the Military Aviation Authority Manual of Aircraft Post Crash 
    Management.

    ii.       Military SAR in peacetime within the UK and in areas where UK Forces are deployed when so tasked.

    iii.      Civilian SAR within the UK.

         b.   Additional Roles.

    i.        Tasks in support of other Services, the Emergency Services and other Government Departments 
    (MACA/C/P/MAGD).

    ii.       Assistance to UK APCM operations outside the UK.

3.6.6.5             Deployments. In order to meet its MTs, the MRS is capable of mounting self-sustainable SAR operations and 
         conducting APCM support from field locations in the UK to overseas climates, ranging from tropical to desert to sub-
         arctic.















https://www.aisweb.aer.mil.br
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3.6.6.5.1          MRT Deployment. RAF MRTs can be deployed nationwide and as such there are no specific operational AOR’s. 
           However, the units at which they are based determine geographical primary areas for tasking and training.

MRT Area

Lossiemouth Scotland.

Leeming
Northumberland, County Durham, Cumbria, Yorkshire, Lancashire, Greater 
Manchester, Cheshire, Cleveland, Humberside, parts of Derbyshire, Lothian and 
Borders.

Valley
Wales, parts of Derbyshire and Cheshire, Staffordshire, Shropshire, Hereford, 
Worcester, Devon and Cornwall, Merseyside, the Isle of Man and Northern Ireland.

3.6.6.6             Command and Control.

Capability Sponsor A4 Cap Del SO1, HQ 38 Gp.

Operational Command DCom Ops. 

Operational Control AO A4

Tactical Command A4 FE Cdr

Tactical Control OC 85 (Expeditionary Logistics) Wg

Tasking Authority. 

PCM – CDSDO maintains TASAUTH for MRS when activated for PCM duties.  

MACA – CDSDO, through the CDOC maintains TASAUTH for MRS for MACA 
request.  However, it is acknowledged that MACA request may come direct to MRS 
at local level, in which case the MRS is to inform the CDOC accordingly. 

3.6.6.6             For further information regarding the RAF Mountain Rescue Service, users are to consult the following:

         a.   Command Management Plan 2019.

         b.    RAF GAI - Vol 2 A3 Ops, MoD Concept of Operations Annex A (MRS Statement of Operational Policy).

         c.   Defence Safety Authority - Manual of Post Crash Management (MPCM).

         d.    UK Operations: The Defence Contribution to Resilience and Security.
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